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Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,

I am Parwana Ibrhim Khil Nijrabi, a women’s rights defender from Afghanistan and a former detainee
of Taliban in Kabul. | fled Afghanistan months ago to save my life. | am rescued, but millions of Afghan
women and girls like me are hostage to a violent terrorist group, the Taliban. More than half of the
country’s population are deprived of their right to work, education, and of their human rights and
freedoms. The burden of Taliban’s brutality on Afghan women is immeasurable.

In Taliban’s detention, | experienced harsh days. | still hear the unbearable screaming of Afghan men
and women subjected to torture and electric shock. | still hear Afghan women in Taliban prisons,
begging in front of the most cowardly people on earth, in order not to lose their dignity and honor in
detention. In detention, | experienced the darkness of prisons that detainees of Nazi concentration
camps experienced.

Ladies and gentlemen,

In past two decades, Afghan women had achieved relative freedoms in all areas. Taliban have now
imprisoned them at their homes. Taliban’s policies aimed at removal of women and girls in
Afghanistan could only be described as gender apartheid.

You are well aware of Taliban’s inhumane rule, as they have seized power in my country under your
watch. As a victim of Taliban’s violence, | ask you, if it was your children or women, instead of me and
other Afghan women, what would your response be?

Afghan women have fought relentlessly and sacrificed for their rights and freedoms. They ask; commit
genuinely to your common universal human values and practice what you preach!

Thank you.



