
 

 

Afghanistan: End systematic killings of Hazaras and prevent possible genocide 
 

(7 October 2022, Bangkok) — In a suicide attack on Kaj Education Center in Dasht-e-Barchi West Kabul on 

30 September, 53 civilians were killed, among them at least 46 young girls. Approximately 110 were 

injured.1 The attack targeted Hazara students who gathered to take a university mock exam in West Kabul, 

an area home to the Shia Hazara community and known for the repeated bloody attacks on them. 

 

The toll of casualties traced on the ground is likely to be higher than the data provided by the de facto 

authorities. Following the attack, dozens of Afghan women in Herat and Bamiyan protested the systematic 

killings of Hazara and the continued restrictions on women. In response, the Taliban reportedly oppressed 

protestors with violence2 and harassed the families of victims in Kabul.3 

 

The Taliban has not taken responsibility for the recent attack, but in recent years, the Islamic State of Iraq 

and the Levant (ISIS) have claimed responsibility for similar attacks on the Hazara community. ISIS has 

targeted gatherings, particularly in education centres, including the May 2021 attack on the same Hazara 

neighbourhood that killed 58 Hazara civilians.4 

 

Afghanistan’s Hazara community is a predominantly Shia Muslim ethnic group that has faced systematic 

discrimination, hatred and harsh persecution for over a century in Afghanistan, mainly due to their ethnic 

and religious identities. 

 

‘The Taliban and other Sunni extremists, notably Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISIS-KP), view the 

Hazaras as a sworn enemy primarily because of their Shi’a faith.’5 The Hazara community has historically 

been subjected to persecution including repeated massacres, slavery, forced displacement and forced 

conversion (from Shia to Sunni)6, and displacement from their ancestral lands. 

 

The systematic violence against Hazaras can be traced back to 1891 - 1893 when the Afghan King Amir 

Abdur Rahman Khan declared7 holy war and led a genocidal campaign of violence against Hazaras. More 

than half of the Hazaras’ overall population in Afghanistan were massacred, forced to flee or taken into 

slavery during the war.8 

 

The size, pattern and targets of the ongoing attacks against the Hazara community, in addition to the 

public glorification of violence and hatred towards them by terrorist groups and Sunni hardliners, can 

clearly constitute evidence of genocide, according to the 1948 Genocide Convention of the United 

Nations.9  
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ISIS’ public statements to ‘kill Shia Hazaras everywhere’ proves its intention of a deliberate policy behind 

the mass killings. In 2021, ISIS publicly stated that it would target Shias/Hazaras.10 Killings of Hazaras have 

been widespread, from maternity wards and public transportation to places of worship. 

 

Although Afghanistan has been a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide since 1956,11 the systematic persecution of Hazaras, which could 

constitute evidence of genocide, did not cease under the former Republic government in Afghanistan. 

Violence against Hazaras resurged before the Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan in 2021. 

 

In the first half of 2021 alone, the United Nations documented 20 attacks against Shias/Hazaras, resulting 

in 143 Hazara civilians killed and more than 300 wounded, bringing the death toll of civilians to 500.12 

 

The Taliban massacred thousands of Hazaras in Balkh13 and Bamiyan provinces during their first rule in 

the 1990s.14 Their brutality against the Hazara community has continued following their most recent 

takeover. Despite promises to protect Hazaras,15 the Taliban has attacked the community repeatedly, 

including on 30 August 2021, when 13 Hazara men were killed by the Taliban. 

 

As of July 2022, an estimated 25,000 civilians, primarily Hazaras, have been forcibly displaced from their 

ancestral lands through the Taliban’s military campaign across Afghanistan.16 

 

Hazaras are not the only minorities to suffer under the Taliban regime. In the absence of any accountability 

from the de facto authorities, human rights violations of vulnerable groups, including ethno-religious 

communities, have intensified since the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan. Cases of enforced displacement, 

extra-judicial and systematic killings, enforced disappearances of Hazaras, and persecution of Sikhs and 

Hindus, Sofis, Tajiks and Uzbeks continue to rise.17 

 

The risks of persecution and possible genocide of Hazaras/Shias escalate in the face of continued brutality 

by the Islamic State-Khorasan Province (IS-K) across Afghanistan. Since the Taliban takeover, at least 700 

Hazara civilians have been killed or injured in 13 IS-K targeted attacks.18 

 

Almost all of these attacks bear the same pattern of violence: the targeting of women, children and young 

students in schools, mosques, hospitals, sports centers and even public transportation. 
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As the Hazaras experience increasing bloody attacks, international groups and monitoring bodies have 

expressed serious concerns over the risks of increasing attacks, possibly leading to genocide.19 

 

FORUM-ASIA is concerned that the Hazaras are at serious risk of genocide in Afghanistan. We condemn 

the Taliban for its failure and unwillingness to protect ethno-religious minorities, and its repression and 

harassment of protestors and victims' families. 

 

FORUM-ASIA urges the international community and calls on all States to: 

 

a) Push to stop the systematic persecution of the Hazaras and other ethnic and religious groups in 

Afghanistan. States should facilitate the resettlement of members of the most vulnerable groups 

and those in urgent need of protection; 

b) Abide by the principles of the Genocide Convention and under the United Nations doctrine of 

Responsibility to Protect, recognise the historical and systemic persecution of Hazaras that could 

constitute genocide; 

c) Urge all stakeholders to take concrete steps that would put an end to the persecution of ethno-

religious groups in Afghanistan; and 

d) Establish an accountability and protection mechanism that documents and investigates the gross 

violations of human rights, including but not limited to the massacre of ethnic and religious 

minorities, such as the Hazaras in Afghanistan. 

 

— END — 
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